Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 04197 251800Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-14 ISO-OO OIC-02 EPAE-00 ACDA-12 
AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 SOE-02 DOE-15 
FMC-02 TRSE-00 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 JUSE-00 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-02 OES-09 OMB-Ol PA-02 PM-05 
SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 /165 W 

110301 251805Z/50 

P 251750Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8473 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 04197 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, CA 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN STATEMENT ON LOS CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 213683 

USMISSION USUN FOR WINSTON 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ISSUED AUGUST 18 
THE FOLLOWING COMMUNIQUE ON THE RESUMED SEVENTH SESSION 
OF THE LOS CONFERENCE: 

BEGIN TEXT: THIS SHORT SESSION WILL FOLLOW UP ON THE 
WORK BEGUN IN GENEVA LAST SPRING AND WILL BE A CRUCIAL 
STAGE IN THE DRAFTING OF A NEW CONVENTION OF THE OCEANS. 

THE LAST SESSION SAW SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS. CHIEFLY ON 
THE QUESTION OF SEABED MINING. WITH RESPECT TO FISHERIES, 

AN IMPROVED TEXT ON THE CONSERVATION AND CATCHING OF 
ANADROMOUS SPECIES WAS ACCEPTED IN GENEVA AND THE 
CONFERENCE SEEMED CLOSER THAN EVER TO A COMPROMISE ON 
THE QUESTION OF THE ACCESS OF LANDLOCKED AND GEOGRAPHI- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CALLY DISADVANTAGED STATES TO SURPLUS LIVING RESOURCES 
IN THE ECONOMIC ZONES OF THE COASTAL STATES, THEIR 
REGIONS AND SUBREGIONS. THE PARTICIPANTS ACKNOWLEDGE, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE LATTER QUESTION IS CLOSELY LINKED TO 
THAT OF THE DEFINITION OF THE SEAWARD EDGE OF THE CON- 
TINENTAL MARGIN. DISCUSSIONS, IN WHICH PROGRESS WAS 
MADE IN GENEVA ON OTHER QUESTIONS, SUCH AS PROTECTION 
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OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT, DELIMITATION OF MARITIME 
BOUNDARIES AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES, WILL ALSO BE 
CONTINUED IN NEW YORK. 

"THIS SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS, IN ADDITION TO THE RESULTS 
ACHIEVED IN PREVIOUS SESSIONS (12-MILE TERRITORIAL 
WATERS, 200-MILE FISHING ZONE, SPECIAL POLLUTION CONTROL 
MEASURES IN THE ARCTIC), WILL STILL HAVE TO BE SET DOWN 
IN A REAL AND UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED CONVENTION. BUT THE 
CONFERENCE WILL BE UNABLE TO ADOPT A CONVENTION UNTIL 
IT HAS RESOLVED THE MOST DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, IN 
PARTICULAR THE QUESTION OF THE SYSTEM OF SEABED MINING. 

"IN THE LIGHT OF THIS RECENT PROGRESS, AND WITHOUT 
MINIMIZING THE SIZE OF THE PROBLEMS TO BE RESOLVED, 
CANADA HAS A KEEN DESIRE TO SEE THIS CONVENTION DRAWN 
UP. AND ITS DELEGATION WILL WORK ACTIVELY TOWARD THIS 
DURING THE SESSION. END TEXT. 

2. SO FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO COMMENT IN THE CANADIAN 
MEDIA ON THE RESUMED SESSION. 

PLACKE 
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